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acquire some slight  acquaintance  with, the
history of the questions discussed.    Had this
been done by our critic in the present case,
it might possibly have occurred to him to
doubt whether a doctrine supported by philo-
sophers of such different schools of thought
as Spinoza, Malebranche, "Wolf, Kant, Schel-
ling, could be quite such a piece of trans-
parent  nonsense  as  he  supposes  it to  be.
All these writers are cited in Mr. Hansel's
note,   as   maintaining  the  theory  that  the
Absolute is the ens realissimum, or sum of
all existence ; and their names might have
saved Mr. Mill from the absurdity of sup-
posing that by this expression  was  meant
something  " absolutely good and absolutely
bad,; absolutely wise and absolutely stupid ;
and  so  forth."     The  real  meaning  of the
expression has been already sufficiently ex-